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EDITOR—Delamothe asks to what extent a general medical journal should be political.1
Every medical article published is the culmination of a long journey that started from a political decision: devoting resources to medical care and research. There is nothing to fear about being political, so long as we are prepared to accept the consequences and deal with the criticism of many who strongly believe that a person or a journal should be apolitical. The BMJ's political stand is the clinical, scientific, social, political, and economic factors affecting health.2

What a reader expects from a journal such as the BMJ is that it maintains a balance in terms of the views expressed and scientific articles published. If there is controversy it has to be stated, and if there are conflicting views on the same topic they have to be given equal time and coverage. That is to be politically responsible, and, so far, the BMJ has been so.

What the journal cannot afford is to become politicised by allowing only one point of view to be expressed. Also, it cannot afford to politicise the argument and continuously publish long articles dealing with 11 September and its aftermath. The reason: 11 September is a consequence of a series of events transforming our world. To understand it, we have to analyse the unequal relation and misunderstanding between the West and Islam and vice versa; this implies dealing with historical, political, and cultural facts.

Is the BMJ or any other medical journal the right place to deal with 11 September and bridge this misunderstanding? I would certainly not pick the BMJ as my first source of information on the issue.

How much space should … 
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