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Covid-19: US cases drop overall but increase among children

Janice Hopkins Tanne

Hospital admissions for covid-19 among children
aged 5-11, who are not yet eligible for vaccination,
have reached an all time high in the US, with 1.1
hospital admissions per 100 ooo for the week ending
25 September, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.!

Overall, however, cases are falling, with a daily
average of about 86 600, down from around 150 0o
a month ago. Daily deaths were around 1500, down
from nearly 2000 a month ago.?

There were 1.1 million cases of covid recorded in
children in the past six weeks with children making
up 25.5% of new cases, according to the American
Academy of Paediatrics.? Although cases have
reduced from a peak of 252 000 in the week of 2
September to 131 000 in the week ending 14 October,
the academy described the current number as
“extremely high.”

So far, the US has reported nearly 45 million
infections and 725 ooo deaths, by far the highest in
the world.?

Pfizer has asked the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) for emergency use authorisation for the Pfizer
BioNTech vaccine for children aged 5-11.

President Joe Biden and Anthony Fauci, director of
the National Institute for Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, among other experts, have stressed that
widespread vaccination is the way out of the
pandemic. Some 57% of the US population is fully
vaccinated. Vaccination rates range, however, from
a high of 70% in the north eastern states of
Connecticut, Maine, Rhode Island, and Vermont to
a low of 41% in West Virginia.?

The FDA has approved booster shots for those who
had the Pfizer vaccine and is expected to do the same
for the Moderna and the Johnson and Johnson
vaccines.

Data published on 15 October showed dramatic
differences in illness and death between the
unvaccinated and vaccinated. Unvaccinated people
were much more likely to test positive for covid-19
and 11 times more likely to die.*

President Biden called for employers with 100 or more
employees to make sure their employees were either
vaccinated or were tested every week for covid-19.

Vaccination rates have increased as companies,
hospitals and healthcare facilities, universities, and
other institutions have required vaccination as a
condition of employment. In some cases, either proof
of vaccination or weekly covid-19 testing is required.

Governor Greg Abbott of Texas banned any entity in
his state from mandating vaccines.> These mandates
have met resistance, with employees quitting or
joining large protests. Despite the governor’s
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mandate, Southwest Airlines, headquartered in
Dallas, required its employees to be vaccinated if they
wanted to keep their jobs. Hundreds of the airlines
employees and customers rallied outside its Dallas
offices on 18 October. American Airlines,
headquartered in nearby Fort Worth, faced a similar
protest on 7 October with employees claiming that
their freedom was being denied.®

Resistance to mandates and the vaccine have also
led to distrust in public health authorities and anger,
according to a national survey conducted by the New
York Times, which contacted hundreds of public
health departments in all 50 states.

Tthe Times reported “a staggering exodus” of public
health personnel who were exhausted and
demoralised by abuse and threats. More than 100
new laws—like Abbott’s in Texas—have limited the
powers of state and local health authorities.

“Large segments of the public have also turned
against agencies, voting in new local government
leaders who ran on pledges to rein in public health
departments,” the Times said. It also reported that
although the federal government has given billions
of dollars to public health agencies, most of the funds
have been spent on dealing with the emergency rather
than on hiring permanent staff and building strong
agencies for the future.”
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